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Summer Term 1 (2023) 

Spotlight on: County lines and CCE  
County lines is when gangs and organised crime groups exploit children to transport and sell drugs, normally 
between big cities where the exploiters are based to smaller towns, sometimes across county boundaries 
but also locally and within the borough.  
 
The children have dedicated mobile phone ‘lines’ for taking orders for drugs; children are used as they are 
less likely to be stopped by police, allowing adult dealers to avoid the risk of arrest.  
County lines is a form of Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE); this occurs where a person or a group of people 
takes advantage of their contact with and influence over a young person to coerce or manipulate them into 
carrying out a criminal act.  
 
Children as young as 6 are known to have been targeted by gangs for this purpose. Young people may be 
recruited for county lines and other forms of criminal exploitation by a process of grooming: At the targeting 
stage, the exploiter befriends the young person and gains their trust.  
 
Young people may also be recruited through social media and/or through their peer group. Some parents of 
young people who have been exploited through county lines involvement have reported that they went 
through a sudden change in behaviour.  
 
Possible indicators of involvement include:  

 Unexplained money, clothes or gifts  

 Frequent, unexplained phone calls  

 New friendship circle that involves older children or adults  

 Not attending school  

 Carrying weapons 
 
For more information on County lines and Child Criminal Exploitation please follow the link: 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/county-lines  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St George’s Safeguarding Team 
 
Our Safeguarding Team is available to any student, parent or school staff member to discuss and report 
any safeguarding concerns.  
 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Jill Farndale   
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Tom Abbott 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Hayley Shears 
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The children's mental health charity, Place2Be, has launched a new website aimed at 
helping parents with typical situations they may experience with children.  
 
Advice can be found on over forty topics including:  
 

 Understanding sibling rivalry  

 My child is lying, what does it mean, what should I do?  

 My child has trouble going to sleep  

 My child says, ‘I hate you!’  

 Cultural identity: who am I?  
 
The Parenting Smart website can be found here: https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/ 

 

It's hard to believe, but there is the 
same child on the picture below, 
wearing dark clothes.  
Zoom into the picture to see it!  
Please make sure your children are 
wearing bright colours to stay visible for 
drivers.  
Especially during the dark nights (during 
Autumn and Winter) - it’s not worth the 
risk!  
Photo: Christian Thomas, Switzerland  
Please remember to talk to your 
children about road safety. Here are 
some websites for you to explore with 
your child.  
https://www.rospa.com/media/docum
ents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-
a-guide-for-parents.pdf  
 
https://www.brake.org.uk/get-
involved/take-
action/mybrake/knowledge-
centre/advice-for-parents-and-families  
 
 

Contact Details  
Are your contact details up to date? Do we have more than 
one emergency contact?  
 
If you change your home phone, address, email, or mobile 
number, please let the school know, so that we have the 
most up-to-date contact details.  
 
Safeguarding concerns can present themselves when we are 
unable to get hold of a parent or carer, especially during an 
emergency. 
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